APPENDIX F
GUIDE TO PROVINCES
British India is divided into eleven provinces, enjoying
provincial autonomy, and six areas directly administered by
the Central Government through Chief Commissioners.
The eleven provinces enjoying provincial autonomy are :
Assam, Bengal, Bihar, Bombay, C.P., Madras, R-W.F.R,
Orissa, Punjab, Sind and United Provinces, In only four of
these provinces the Muslims have a majority* The Muslims
are most numerous in N.-WJF.P,, constituting 91'79 per cent
of the people. In Sind the Muslims form 70'75 per cent of
the population. In the Punjab and Bengal they have only a
nominal majority. In the Punjab the Muslims form 57'07
per cent of the population and in Bengal 54*73. Here are a
few facts about the provinces :
Madras
Madras is one of the earliest pieces of territory to fall in
British hands. The whole of the province lies to the south
of Kristna River. Madras is one of the most thickly popu^
lated provinces, the total population being 49341,810. More
than 86 per cent of people are Hindus.
Bengal
Bengal, called Bang, and Gour in ancient times, is one of
the leading provinces in India* About 55 per cent of
the population are Muslims and 41'55 Hindus. But in two
of the five divisions constituting the province the Hindus
constitute the majority of the people. In Darjeeling the non^
Muslims constitute no less than 97*58 per cent of people.
In Calcutta more than 75 per cent of the people are
non-Muslims. If Bengal is created a Pakistan state the
districts of Burdwan division, the districts of 24 Parganas,
Khulna and Calcutta of the Presidency Division, the districts
of Jalpaiguria and Darjeeling, having large non-Muslim
majorities, will have to be excluded from Pakistan.
Bihar
Bihar, ancient Magadha* was part of Bengal before 1912